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DESATE
Anti-smoking effort
is good for youth

Critics of the tobacco industry are snatching defeat from
the aws of victory.

i The Tobacco institute announced a campaign this week
' to discourage young peopte from smoking Anusmoking
crusaders sneered. but this was cause {or celebragon.

The campaign has five parts:

P “1t's the Law.” an education campaign to help retaliers
enforce siate laws prohibiting tobacco sales to iuds.

P Support for new state laws making 18 the minimum
age {or 10bAcCo saies where there is no limit or a lower one,

» Support for new state laws requining that cigarefte
vending machines be tocked up or supervised in piaces that
minors frequent. ]

» Restrictions on free Cigarette sampies, premiums and
billboard advertisements to keep them away from iids.

» An agverusing and educauonal effiort (o help parents
teach children 10 resist peer pressyre (0 soke.

The antismoking jury has condemned the youth came
paign as a cynical pioy, an evasive maneuver by the bec-
€0 companies 10 ward off criticism as well as government
restricoons -- like bans on all cigarette vending machines
and cigarene ads,

You can read that view eisewhere on the page.

But the critics shouid let the tobacco induswy off the hook
on this one. Any campaign (0 keep kids from smoking, no
i maner who conducts it, shouid be appiauded. What the ant-
{ SMOKInR forces don't seem (o realize 1s that it's possibie o
i serve the public's interests as weil as those of the iobacco
i .

industry:

By discouragng the 0% of peopie who start smoking be-
fore they're 18. ‘

By heiping teenage girts, who quit smoking at much low-
er rates than the rext of society, (0 give up Cigaretes,

By spanng some of our children the consequences of &
Babit that's hard (0 break — an ever-<expanding list of hor-
rors like emphysema, cervical cancer, leukemia, heart dis-
ease, stroke and lung cancer. Even back pain.

Praise for this promotionai effort doesn't free the tobac-
€0 companes {rom blame for smoking's ills.

They can suil be biamed for their consistent failure to
acknowiedge that smoking is hazardous t0 hesith. with the
NEW CAMPRIgR No excepdon.

They can stiil be dlamed for their stead{ast refusal o ad-
mit that secondhand smoke pases any danger, even though
an Environmental Protection Agency panet calls this pollu-
tion & “Class A” carcinogen ~ up there with asbestos, radon
and benzene.

They can siill be blamed for batiling against warning ia-
beis that spread the bad news about 10bacco’s perils.

Since young peopie are most vuineradie to the pressures
of their peers and the persussions of cigaretie promodons,
it's only right that they shouid be the target of & special no-

smoking campaign. ‘

It's most drting that the tobacco companies conduct it

We don't have (0 appiaud their moaves, but we shouid
cheer on the mission.

Even those who seii a deadly weed can do an occasional
good deed.
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