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DEBATE
Anti-smoking effort
is good for youth

Critio of the tobacco industry are snatching defeat from
the 1.ws of victory .

The Tobacco instltute announced a campatim this week
to dacourage young people from unokrng. Anu-smolung
cnwders aneercd. but this was cause lor celeoraoon .

The eampatgn has Qve partx
."Irs the Law." an eduptton campaign to help retatiets

enforce state laws proldtkting tobacco sales to luds .
Ir Support for new state laws making !8 the minimum

age for tobacco saea where there is no limit or a lower one.
10 Support for new state laws requiring that cigarette

vending machines be locked up or supervised in places mat
minots frequent.

• Restrtctwons ea free etgarene sampies. premiuan and
DiUboard advertisetnena to keep them away Irom ktds .

• An advertising and educauonal effort to help petents
tacA children to respt peer pressure to smoke .
The anuettwking juty has condemned the youth eam ..

patgp as a cynical pkny. an evasive maneuver by the towc•
co companies to ward oQ criticism as well as govertmtent
rext>cnatu - like batts oa alt cigarette vending machines
and dgarstte ads.

You aa read that view ebewhete an the pege .
&u the aica should let the tobseco industcy off the hook

on tNis one. Any campaign to keep kids from smolong, no
tnatter who eondnets it, should be appUuded. What the antt-
2troltinR forces don't seem to teatize n that it's possible to
setve the puhlic's ittteteea aa weQ aa those of the tobacco
inausay:
~~d~ttg the 50% ot people who stan smoking be.

Hy helping teet>fge gitls . who quit snwking at much low-
a tataa than the teet of society. to gtve up dgareaes

8y sparing sottte ot our children the coroequeneea of a
ha0it that's hatd to break - an everexp .nding Iis of hor•
nas llke emphysenw cervical aneer. leuketnia, hean dis•
eaae, suoke and lung nncsr. Evea back paia

Praiae for this prantotiotW effort doesn't free the totrc-
eo Compatues from blame for sntolqngs ilLi.

They can sttll be blamed for their conwtent failure to
acknowledge wt stnoldng is hamrdoua to health . with the
new campaign no eatceptlon .

They can still be hlamed tor their steadfast rehtsaJ to ad•
ntit that secondhuto sttktke poeea any dangerr even though
an Eaviratttuntat Protection Agency panel calls this poQu-
tfon a"Clast A' Carcoorn- up there with asbestos, radon
and betmene.

They can still be blamed for battling against wara>na ta,
beb that spread the had new~ about cobaecob perilt

Since young people are most vulneraDie to the presures
of their peen and the perauasioro ot agareae promodau,
it'a onty right that they ahouid be the target of a saaa no
~+n6 campaign.

trs nroat filtIllitAat the tobacco cotnpania conduct it .
We don't have to applaud their naaves, but we should

cheer on the mtaton.
Even those who seN a deadly .rced con do an ocMotW

go0d dled .
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Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/ffpp0141
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