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COMMUNIQUE

News of immediate interest

July 12, 1985

AMA Publication Will Be
Biased Rehash Of Old News

The Amarican Medical Association Is scheduled to conduct a highly publicized news
conference on Thursday, July 13 to announce the inclusion of soma pf the stolen Brown &

Williamson documents In the !

fn advancs of the news conference, we have today issued the following statement 1o the

news meadia:

“The Amencan Medical Association’s planned
publication of articlss relating to Brown &
- *¥illiamson's stolen documents is littie mera
& 1an a cherry-picking exercise designed to
advancs its stated mission {o eliminate
smoking.

"The AMA admitted, that despite its so-called
*sciantific review,” the documents addressed in
the JAMA articies “could be subject to a form of
solaction bias.” In addition, the relsase said
tha “documents do not provide a complete
picture.” In fact, the AMA alse staled lts motive
for publishing the ariclas. According 1o its own
nows release, "the AMA maintains an un-
equivocal stanca against fobacte” and added
later that its mission was to “force the reroval
of this scourge from our nation . . .» Clearly,
the JAMA aficles co nol represent Indepan-
dent scientific review.

*The bottom Ene is that the AMA's approach

1o selactively present company documents
advances only ona aganda — that of the anti-
*sbacco esiablishment, including the plaintitis’

&ar, which is invalved in extensive ktipation
against tobacco companies. Brown & Willam-
son would hope to echieve 2 fair hearing in the
court of public opinion.” However, based an

_i*ontinuad one-sided presertation of the issues,
A8 company will continue 1o rely on tha legal
system, where the facis ere presented in an
Impartial manner and decided by impartial
juries.

*The subjects eddressed in JAMA, including
passive smoking, lawyer involvement and
nicotine represent a rehashing of allegations
previously reported at length by the news
madfia and discussed in testimony befora

_ Congress. In addition, similar allegations have
besn made in previous product Lability Kiga-

tion, and whan the full facts are prasented,
jurias consistently have found in favor of 10~
baceo companies.,

*Ameng issues addressed in the JAMA ar-
ticles:

*Passive smoking : The AMA claims that
company research concluded that so-called
passive smoking “is harmiul to health.” In fact,
the Univarsity of Califamnia at San Franglsco
documents do not even include environmental
tobaceco smoke (ETS) research studies. Thera
is nothing in the reported documents which
changes Brown & Williamson's view that ETS

" has not been esiablishes as harmful 1o heakh.

"Lawver involvement : Even the AMA admits
1o its readers that “lawyers by nature are esked
10 evaluate proposed courses of action interms
of their legal risks.” Since tebacco companias
have bean Involved in product iability Bigation
for decades, i is even mare “natural” that
eftorneys be invelved in defending the
company's position. Brown & Williamson's
1aw|yers have conducted themselves appropri-
ately,

“Nicoline addiction : Scientists have yet to
agree on a definilion or a precise set of clreum-
stances that distinguishes a state of “addicilon”
from *habit” or “enjoyment.” [nihat context, s
BAW stated a ysar ago, when many of these
same documents were attacked in Congress,
none of these documents establish that nico-
tine is addictive, The fact that 40 milion pecpla
hava quit smoking by Kself flies in the face of
1he “addiction labei,®
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COMMUN IQUE

News of immediate interest
July 14, 1595

Balancing The Debate,
And In A Big Way!

The American Medical Association had visions of front page headlines when it held & news
conference yesterday fo announce plans to publish articles about stolen Brown & Williamson
documents, Instead, the story was buried inside most newspapers today becausse of what

called a “prasmplive strike” by BEW.

k so happened that the AMA’s news conferance cams on the hesls of the Food and Prug
Administration’s (FDA) announcement that a proposal to regulate tobaces had been sent to the
White House -— & move sharply criticized by some lsaders in Congress.

Prigr to the news conference, BAW issued a news release stating that the AMA's attack was
little more than a cherry-picking exercise designed o advance its stated mission to eliminate
smoking. B&W also pointed out that the articlos for the AMA's weekly journal will be a rehash
of allegations previously reparted at length by the news media and discussed in testimony
befora Congrass.

B&W's position received excellent coverage in The Wall Streat Journal and on national
nawswire services. The same message was communicated again yesterday in more than
threa dozen interviews with local and national newspapers and radic and TV stations and
networks, Camera crews from ABC, CBS, NBC and CNN taped interviews with Richard
Schneider, an attorney from King & Spalding, at B&W's headquarters. The British Broadcast.
ing Cotporation (BBC) conducted a telephone interview. In addition, & video news release was
pravided by satellite to hundreds of TV slations nationwide, As a result, cur messags was in
millions of American homes last night and on their front doorsteps this morning.

Meanwhile, the FDA's action was strongly questioned by House Speaker Newt Gingrich who
proclaimed that the agency had “lost its mind”.

*If you want an example of big government interfering, it would be the FDA picking a brand
new fight when we haven't won the {far mere sericus fights about crack and cocaine and
hetoin,” said Congressman Gingrich (R-Ga.).

Sharing tha view of the highest ranking Republican in the House was a high ranking Demo-
crat in the Senate — Senator Wendall Ford (D-Ky.).

Senator Ford said the timing of the AMA news conference and the FDA's announcement was
no coincidanes, caliing it an orchestrated effort by FDA Commissionsr David Kessler and his
“anti-tobacco cronies™.

*“Hsa simply does not have the jurisdiction to do this,” said Senator Ford, "Under our Constitu-
tien, the Congress is charged with writing the laws and the Executive Branch is responsible for
executing them. Precedent is clear on this issua. It would take an act of law passed by the
Congress and signed by the President to alter tha current situation in any way.

"Kesslar represents what Americans view as the most extrema, lefi-wing, big gavernment
approach fo regulation. Americans are clearly sick and tired of this kind of intrusive, over-
regulation,”

Evan the President got into the act, saying it was premature o say whether he is considering
regulating nicotine as a drug.

YWe are pbvicusly making some headway in balancing the debate on issues affecting the
tobacco industry. Brown & Williamson will continue to respond vigorously with the facts
against unfair attacks designed to destroy our business.
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NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 12, 1995 Contact: Tom Fitzgerald
502/568-7468
Joe Helewicz

502/568-7801

LOUISVILLE, KY — Brown & Williamson today issued the following statement regarding
the American Medical Association's planned publication of tobacco-related JAMA articles on
July 13:

The American Medical Association's planned publication of articles relating to Brown
& Williamson's stolen Socurnents fs Iittle more than a cherry-picking exercise desigoed to
advance its stated missiok to eliminate smoking.

The AMA admitted, that despite its so-called "scientific review,” the documents
addressed in the JAMA articles "could be subject {0 a form of selection bias.” In
addition, the release said the "documents do noi provide a complete picture.” In fact, the
AMA alsp stated its motive for publishing the articles. According to its own news release,
"the AN A maintains an uneguivocal stance against tobacco” and added later that its
mission was to "force the removal of this scourge from our nation . . ." Clearly, the
JAMA articles do not represent independent scieatific review.

The botiom line is that the AMA's approach to selectively present company documents
edvances only one agenda — that of the anti-tobacco establishment, including the
plaintiffs’ bar, which is involved in extensive litigation against tobaceo companies. Brown
& Williamson would hope to achleve a fair hearing in the court of public opinion.
However, based on continved one-sided presentation of the issues, the company witl
continue to rely on the legat system, where the facts are presented in an impartial manner
and decided by impartial juries.

The subjects addressed in JAMA, including passive smoking, lawyer involvement and
nicotipe represent a rehashing of allegations previously reported at lengih by the news
media and discussed in testimony before Congress. In addition, similar allegations have
been made in previous produst lability litigation, and whea the full facts are presented,
Juries consistently have found io favor of tobacco companies,

~ mioTe =~

EROWN & WILLIAMSUN
TORACCD CORPORATION
PO BOX 35090
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Brovwn & Williamson - Page Two

Among issues addressed in the JAMA articles:

Passive smoking : The AMA claims that company research concluded that se-called
passive smoking "is barmfut to health," In fact, the University of California at San
Francisce docurnents do not even include environmenta! tobacco smoke (ETS) research
studies. There Is nothing in the reported documents which changes Brown &
Willizmson's view that ETS has pot been established as harmful to health.

Lawver ipvolverrent s Even the AMA admits to its readers that "lawyers by patore are
asked fo evaluate praposed courses of action in terms of their legal risks.”" Since tobacco
companies have beep ipvolved in product liability litigation for decades, it is even more
"matural™ that sttorneys be Involved in defending the company's position. Brown &
‘Williamson's lawyers have conducted themselves appropriately,

Nicotine addiction : Sclentists bave yet to agree on a definition or a precise set of
circumstavces that distinguishes a state of "addiction” from "habit” or "enjoyment." In
that context, as B&W stated a year ago, when many of these same documents were
attacked in Congress, none of these documents establsh that nicotine is addictlve. The
fact that 40 million people have quit smoking by itself flles In the face of the "addiction
iabel.*
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