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`:0NOMIC AFFAIRS / Pau1 W. MacAvoy

You, ~~Too, -Will Pay for Asbestosis
~ERE -ate eeough ecoawnic~
.ci px oblems to be solved in' }882 to
. keep us all busy. Even so, :yon

should begin wrorking on one that's Just
"~ _begirming to emerge above the ltoti.

.xon . Little is known about thispmblein
:A[Ceptthat there atB going to be thou-
' •siaids of accupatimal disesse victims
, saeh year. that they+have to be poo-
, ~ substantial compensation, and
-that ancb compensation will be so
,,latge as to impait operation of an im-
oportant a0ctor ot the eno.omy.
.,;. . The stu rce is asbestos . Asbestos is a
mfeer.l with many highly productive

. hstrialapplicatkao.eomeotwhic6,
:L as aummobilebrake linings, have

,:ao substitutes. Oves.tbe last 20 years,
, hpwevet, serious health Lazards have

wNOtaae associated with exposure to
.ys0astas in the workplace.lhe aredi-

. w cal evidence linking work 1n asbestos
•;piean . abipyat'ds and insulation coar
pemka to such diseases as b .ig ar.d

,ltracheaceateYfsqa detinit(ve .
+.,- Dr. Irving J. SellkoR and his associ-

~ates at Mamt Siaai MeNpl Center ia«
.New York estimate that nonsmoking

-u,.aaDNtaa_' wotkers .,weie five times
!• awe Altdy ta ceMtact ltmg cancer :
It'titm a0oamokin$ po[ICets in,oWer
duftrts. And tOr

r;workers In the 1960ts, paoLability
~.IeCtlafla to 33 t[mef jXaaRer than for
tgromokats wbo wae aot atDwtoa

w:POdrota- . . . .

'° By the middle 10?o's,~ w.odc safety
y

.
.2ulea 4ad el,mtiroted the ma.tdsnger

.-•s Vus cmdttkos.,Bnt t6ase caacers take
:3o to 30 years to develop, so that mork-

•: ers exposed earlier are tww Deginntng .
-r .to adow the teatltsIn itxreased nuar

.: •las. Mbestos-reiaoed deaths and dis
y th3lky nill incteaee in tbe,ne:t few
). yaats to account tor some 8,000 to•
.r .10,000 vkxiaos a year at least uatll the :

. ;{ aadofahiscentury'. •
-• . These -workers or..t6eir. •tamilies
., .sLould be plm•ided .Mtlt compensation
; torhaving an ooqipational disease. By
s.going to .roatr with asluetos : all heav-
x-Ily exposed workers on average gave
.Y :ap five to 10 years of life expectancy.

Those acxuallyy contracting cancers
{ . from exposure gave up 13 years of Iite

-expectancy. . . .

.e,''Sach dangers wa[a•oot unknown .
.Pndeed,•whm I Was a teen-ager look-
n .ing for a wmmer job, approximately
.6

' Pau! W. MacAvoy. Frederick Wt4
. :' ilma Belrtecke professor oJeeoaomica

'at Yale University, is onr of four
~' econa.ntsta wAo wAte regulartyfor the
S'SuMaSyBuaGeesssecttori, . . • : .

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/gslk0094
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