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CHEERS GREET SMOKE BAN VOTE; BARKEEPS SAY LAW IS HURTING BUSINESS
Anne Burke Daily News Staff Writer

Bar ownets and tavern warkers cheered news Thursday that
Califaaia's month-old smoking ban just might go up in smoke,
saying the law has socked it to them at tiM cash tegiata .
"Pd love to see the law repealed . . . .[t might bring my

businw bacY," ssid Craig Holmao, owner of Pickwick Pub in
Woodland [iills, where busioas tepattedly, has dropped about 40
petceat since the ban tools effect !am 1 .
tn a 42•2< votq the stste Assembly on Wednesday narrowly

approved a bill thst would suspend enforcement of the smoking ban
for two yena, or until federal audtoeitia tet up uaifotai nadonal
standards regulating b.r smo(ang.'Ilr ttka+ute tequiced a majority
of the S0-sat Assembly.
It fs,ces a tougher crowd in the stses Seom Las yarm the

Senate let languish a bill that would havs aUowed smoking in bars .
bingo p.rlota and cad clubs to coatiaw .
But msuy ba owoers say they an defpa :ot for npal, which

under the Assembiy bfiit vwutd mt oeev uatil oext Jaau .ry.
"f thidt it 1hoaW be ri& now," said Ctavd'n tiwsoa of

Claudia's Br ssd QeiII in the Antelope Valley. 'I mia6t have to go
outofbwitmsbyt5emdoft6ryam'
Lawson stld boriness at hst Pslmdsi. Boulevard bar han

dropped 35 pe[, ea siaoa the lawr took dYet.
Accaedi:gLO t6r Caiifornia Gicrossd B.wrsp Associstioo.

businw hr deopp.d as mts:h as 85 pa[eaet at many Califotnia brt
since tht ptohibifiaa took o8ecL
Ptopei.6or D.Ay (3a.oeQa said he doesn't know how much longer

he caa kcep doas open at his Middle Bsit Connection tataursat and
nightclub in Burb.olt.



Georges said receipts have dropped 50 percent at the Burbank
Eoulevard tught stop . Most of his customers are cigarene or cigar
smokers, and they're taking their business to night spots u.ith lax
enforcement of the ban, Georges said .
Other estabtishments' customers still are comtng . but not

spending-as much money . The smoking ban "is kt(ling their mood,"
Georges said .
At Pickwick Pub, Holman said he's stricdy enforcing theban,,,

and most customers don't mind stepping outside for a nicotine tix,
in between dart games and draughts of Guinness . - ~
But other proprietors are not as vigilant about enforcing the

law, Holman said. As a result, many customers have switched to
taverns where they can indulge in their favorite elixirs - tobacco
and booze.
"The people who are being punished ate the ones who are

obeying the law," Holman said .
But some bar ownen, even those who initially opposed the

ban, said the prohibition has had little efFect on their revenues,
and they'd like to see it continue .
"The bartenders say that somedmes late at night, we're

loaioa a little buainw. But personally, I like the non-smokinQ,
andd thinlc cttstontets in the restassant like it," said Cmg
Sadofsaty of Snmkyrs tsatnnsmt and bar in Sherman Oaka .
Since the law took e8ect, Los Maeles County tobacco control

authorities have mailed about 200 lettets of comptaict to tavern
owners involved in alleged violations of the law .
Proprietots can be Sned $100 fac the first offense, up to

S7,000 aRa repeated violatioaa .
T3ere bave been seattard cepats of smoldng citatiom

thmuabotrt Loa Anaelas Cotmty, but tobaseo oontrol wthorities wete
not able to provide an official tally.

Thots4lt beaviiy baclccd by lobbyists for the tobacco atd
gatablina indttstefes, lm yea's bill to permit sttakina was
declated a dead iet0er by wo Senats Peeaidsat Pro Tem Bill
Lockyer,'DfLqaad
3ai John B1efoQ, 0.4m Frsncisoo, who aaxt month will take

l.oceyet's ptaoe a ptesideot peo tr+m, said ths legiisfation could
fat;e tta* yoios ia hls hottsa
Btutae aaid hw oppoan thft bill atrd thst h raiaht have oo

Ittnmre a wosa in m addidonal aommittse to n .ch the Senas floor.
"fa thft put iCs Qaw to the Judkiaty Coenmitaa," he said.

"Maybe (the Health Committss) should loolt as patt of it .'
The Hedth Cmmittee chaieM Omat4 Sea. Dian. Watsoo, D-Los

AaQeles, predicted that the bill wauW be dafeand if it's seat to
her panei, unless it's amwded in sotne way to pcotect employees
fiom sewndb.ad tob.cco smoka

State Sen. W.J. "Pete" Knight. R-Paimdale . said he would
support lifting the ban .
"tt should be left up to (each) business ." said Knight. a

smoker.

(Copytight199a)


