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Legislators push
- anti-smoking bills

One would tighten rules for indoors

By STEVE SCHULTZE
and CHARLES E. FRIEDERICH
Journg! Madiaon bursau

Madison, Wi, — The Legislsture
moved spainst emoking on two
fronts Tuesdsy.

The Assembly passed & bl ban-
nlng smokinf by people under age
18, Al the same ime, the Senate
voled 10 extend the state's bed on
{ndoor smoking to private offlces.

. Nelther acton s final. The bl

ng king by young people

+ { (A-390) mug) stll go to the Senate

. it the Indoot smoking

. DI (5-358) must 2o to the Assembly
for fina) leplslative spproval. Alyer
that, the bills would go to Gov.
Thompson 1o signlag.
© The anteamoking bl passed by
the Senate removes some blg excep-

., tops to Wiscongin's present indoor
smoking law, whith was enacted {n
1984, Current law establishes 2 pre-
sumption that smoking 1s prohiblied
in most buildings tpen 10 the public,
but exempes private offices. The bl
passed Tuesdsy exuends the law 1o
private offices.

Current law allows bullding own-
£rs OF mMANLPErs to desipnate rooms
and evep entire bulldiogs a3 araas in
whicth smokiog Is permissible. The
b elimioates the entire-bullding

, option and allows & room 16 be dusig-
oated &5 4 snoking ares only if it is

+ occupied Tegularty of used exclusives
Iy by smokers.

- Current law exempts prisons and
Jdls. The blll prohibits smoking In
corTectional facllities geperally, but
aliows fall or prison avthorities to
designate some areas for Imoking.

The biL! also sets & $25 noo-criml-
‘sl peaslty for smoldog in a prohubit.
¢d ares. The existiog Law imposes no
peoalty.

Apother proviston of the bill
tllows the State Justice Department
to enforee the law. Under current
law, enforcement Is up to local
authoritles. .

Enactment of the bill *will assure
our citizens of & healthfer work eavi
ronment,” sald Sen. Fred Risser
(D-Madison), Its sponsor.

Passage cams without a roll eall,
allowing senators to avold going oa
record on & bill that's sure o upset
constituents who smoke. The Senate
passtd the blll on a volce vole atter
an ariempt to detour it to committes
falled on & vote of 20-11.

The Assembly passed the bill bao-
niag smoking by mloors on a vote of
§3-1. Under the bill, Wisconsin
would Join 41 other states In banning
the sale of tobscco products Lo
minors. '

The measurt pasied only after a

protracied debate on an amendment .

that called for & permanent ban on
Lhe sale of tobacco products for any-
ooe born after last Dec. 31,

“This product is a scourge on socl-
ety and you all kuow IL" sald Rep.
Muriin Schneider (D-Wisconsin Rape
Ids). the amendment’s suthor,

“This is & right-to-Life vote,” he
sald, “This Is & right 1o & good life
with clean air, clean lungs.”

Under his plan, those born after

the end of last vear would be forever
banned from smoking in Wisconsin.

Rep. DBarbara Gronemus
(D-Whitehatl) objecied, saying h
would infringe on freedom of choice
10 smoke of chew 10bacco. She noled
that her lepislative district Included a
number of tobacco farmers,

But the Assembly wvoled 10 set
aside Schneider's amendment on a
£2-35 vole in favor of pagsing the
less strinpent 1obacco resirictions.

The meazure that did pass was s
compromiss worked oul with the
tobaceo Indusiry, the American Can-
ctr Soclely and the Ametican Lung
Association.

In addition to a statewide ban on
the sale of tobscco products o
minors, the bill would:

& Ban {ree distribution of tobacco
products to minors,

W Ban cigaret vending machines.
Irom belng placed withio 500 feet of
schools.

& Require retallers to post notices
of the 18-year-ol¢ minimum age for
purchuse of tobacco products.

The Aasembly also passed a bl
(A-621) that would require the Stats
Elections Board 1o set aside 3% of
the money I collects for public
financing of tlections for publiciting
the program.

The bill passsd on & voice vote.
But Assembly Republican Leader
Betty Jo Nelsts of Shorewood fizst
atgued that hawmakers should
instead Approve a separate approp:l-
ation for promaouon of public finane.
ing of elsctions.

Democrats chided her for that
sugpestion, saving ber resl molive
was to kill public financing of elec-
tioos because Republicans generally
fet more money in private contribu+
tons.

“They know [f they can put the
oall In the ¢offia of public financing,
it is just golng to fatten the hops up
there,” Rep. Stanley Gruszynski
(D-Stevens Polnt) rald, gesturing to
the area of the chamber where the
Assemnbly Republicans sit.

Nelsen sald tha only rexson she °
winted the separste sppropristion
wags 80 that the public would under.
stand how the public campaign mon-
ey was being used.

The 3% for promotlon would
¢ome to about $13,500 of the total
$445.000 avallable for public finknc-
Ing ¢f slections. The mouey would be
usad o promote having state income |
laxpayers voluntarlly indlicate on
thelr tax forms a destre Lo cootribute -
1'9 Lh: public campaign flnancing
und.

The promotion scheme was sug- .

gested because of seadily declining |

revenues lrom the voluntary taxpay-
er contributions since 1860,

+ The promotions presumably
would result in eventually lg:rening,
the size of the campaipn fund.

Proponents of the measure sald
public finencing wit impoTant to
prevent speclal-innersst groups from
unduly influencing elections.

The Assembly also passed, 85.1],
& bl (S-161) that would designate
milk as the officisl stale beverage.
The blll previously was passed by the
Senate. It now goes to the povernor,

¥

gbzg LIBIG




	page 1

