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Legislators push
anti-smoking bills
One would tighten rules for indoors
By STEVE SCHULTZE
and CHARLES E. FRIEDERICH
,loumeI tMdnon bveeu

the end of larl year would be forever
banned from smol:ing in Wisconsin.

Rep. Barbara Gronemus
(D•WAltehdl) objecled, aaying It

Maduoc, Wla. - The Legislature u'ould InfrinPe on freedom of choice
moved aafmn smoking on two to smoke or chew tobacco. She noted

Ironu TueWey. that her legislative district Induded a

The Assembly passed a bill his. numberoftobaccofarmers.

Wa8 amoking by people under age But the Assembly voted to set

It. Al the ume time. the Senate aside Schneider'r amendment on a
voted to extend the aute4 ban on 62•35 vmt In favor of paedng the
indoor cmoking to private offices. less cvingent tobecco renrlctions.

Neither action is final. The bill The measure that did pus was a

ng king by young people comprnmlte worked out with the

,• (A•3P0) mu eUll to to the Senate tobacco Industry, the American Can.

Is the Indoor smoking car Soclery and the American Lung

bill (S•158) must to to the Assembly Association.

for final legislative approval. After In addition to a cutewlde ban on
that, the bills would go to Gov. the sale of tobacco products to,
Thompson for slgning. minors• the bIU would:

The anu•emoking bill Passed by n Ban free dletribuuon of toacro^
the Senate removee some big excep• Products to mloam
tiooc to Wl+conslns present indoor 0 Ban ciBarst vending machinee.
smoking law, which was enacted in from being placed within 500 feet of
1094. Current law enabUshes a pre• schools.
sumpdon that smoking Is prohibited n Require retailers to pott noticee
I. most buildings open to the public, of the 16•yeu.old minimum age for

but exempu private offices- The bill
passed Tuesday extends the lew to
private offices.

Current law allows building own•
its or managen to detlgnate rooms
and even entire buildings as areu in
which smoking It permissible. The
bill eliminatea the entlre•building
tpNon and allows a room to be dedg.
natW as a smoking area only If It is
occupied regularly or used e:dudve•
ly by emokert

Current law e:empu prleoar and
pih. The bl8 prohiblta emoldng ln
co:rectional facilities generWy, but
a0owa )dl or prleoa authorities to
designate some areas lor nnoking.

The bill also aeu a S23 non-er{ml•
•nal penalty for smoking In a prohiblt•
ed area. The existleg 4w impan no
penalty.

Another provision of the bill
allowe the State Justice Department
to enforce the law. Under current
law, enforcement Is up to local
authorities.

Enactment of the blU'wlll aefure
our citizens of a healthier work envi•
ronment,' said Sen. Fred Rister
(D•Madtson), Its spoator.

Passage ume wlthout a roU call,
allowing senators to avold going on
record on a NU that's sure to upset
constimenta who smoke. The Senate
passed the bill on a volee vote after
an attempt to detour It to committee
falled on a vote of 20•11.

The Assembly pwed the bIU ban•
dng amnking by minors an a vote of
13-2. Under the bill. Wisconsin
would )ole 41 other tutet In baoning
the sale of tobacco products to
minon.

The measure paued only after a
protncted debate on an amendment
that called for a permanent ban on
the wle of tobacco products for any
one born after last Dee.31.

`i hls product is a scourge on eorl•
ety and you all kuow It," said Rep.
Marlln Schneider (D•Wlsconsin Rap•
Ids). the amendment's author.

This is a dght-to-U}e vote.' he
said. 'TAIs Is a right to a good life
with cleao alr. clean lunge.'

Under his plan, thwe born after

purchase of tobacco products.
The Assembly also passed a NIl

(A•621) that would require the State
Elections Board to tet aside 3% of
the monq•It collecu for public
financing of electlonr for publitlring
the pro8ram.

The bill passed on a voice vote.
But Assembly Republican Leader
Betty Jo Nelteo of Shorewood firrt
argued that lawmakers should
Inetead approve a separate approp.N•
atlon for promotion of public linanc•
Ing of electlov.

Democrats chided her for that
tuggesUon, tay)ng her rea) mo0ve
was to kill public financing of elec•
Uone because Republicans generally
get more money In prlvate wotAbu•
tloos.

They know If they can put the
oall In the Wffln of public financing,
It ir jurt going to IaReo the hoge up
there," Rep. Stanley Grustynski
(D-Stevens Point) said, genuring to
the use of the chamber where the
Assembly Republicans sit.

Nelsen said the only reason she
wanted the sepante appropriaUoe
was to that the public would under.
sund how the publlc campaigo mon•
ey was being used.

The 3% for promotion would
eome to about g13,500 of the total
84e5.000 available for public financ•
Ing of elections. The mouty would be
used to promote having aute Income
taxpayers voluntarily Indlute on
their in forme a desire to contrlbute .
to the public campaign financlog
fund.

The promotion scheme was eug•
geated because of steadily declining
revenues from the voluntary taxpty
er contributions since 1990.

• The promotions presumably^.
would result in eventually Ipcreuing,
the size of the campaign fund.

Proponents of the measure said
public financing WAS Impmtant to
prevent speclai•interett groups from
und ul)• Influendng elecllons.

The Assembly also paued. 65.11,
a bill (5•161) that would duignate
milk as the offkid state bevera8e.
The bill previously was passed by the
Senate. It now goer to the governor,
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