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Lawmakers balk at tobacco regulation

Offer alternatives
to FDA authority

7

Cpposition is mounting amoeng
Demourats and Republicans alike
to President Clinton's plan ta have
the Food and Diug Administration
regulale [ODECCO.

By Joyee Frice

THE WaSruk B TEH TIMES

Rep. LE Pavne Jr, o Virginia .

Democrat whgse cOistTUeney -
cludas many tobacco fariners.
says that wheén Lonzress recon-
venes garly next month, he'llintro-
duces a bill that wouid bar the FDA
trom “regulating the sale or use of
tobacco or tobacce produsts.”

A spokeswoman for Senate
Democratic Wnip Wendell H. Ford
of Kentucky says he plansiointro-
duce a-bill that would “codify " re-
. atrictiens Mr Clinton has pro-
posed for keeping tobacco out of
the hands of minors. The Ford bill,
however, “would stay away from
having the FDA regulate tabucen,”
spokesvwoman Meg Conlon said
yest{erday.

April Lassiter, spokeswoman for
House Majority Whip Tom Delay,
Texas Republican, said her boss
“believes the regulation of 0bacco
is an expansive power for the FDA,
a real slippery slope.” She said she
believes he’d rprobably “suppors
the kind of provision' Nr Payne

has proposed, although she could
notsay with certainty he'd support
the Virginia DDemocrat’s bill,

“YWe'd prefer thatit read that the
FDA not expand its powers (0 reg-
ulate...wirthout cangressionat ap-
proval,” Ms. Lassiter said.

Rep. Clifford B, Steams, Flarida
Republicanand a member of Com-
merce's Health and Environment
subcammittes that has overaight
over the FDA, shares the canceins
Mis, Lassiter expressed,

He said that he believes the sub-
committee "needs o Jook at” what
My Clinton lias proposed, and that
the Payne bill wauld be 8 "step” in
helping Cengress determine if “all
the president has proposed is nec-
e55ary.

“"We ghoutd do things to protect
children, nro! increase regula.
tons” and erode the “{reedom of
individuals” M Stearns said in &n
interview,

However, it's uncertain whether
the subcommmittee, chaived by
Rep, Thomas Bliley, Virginia Re-
publican, would take vp a tabaceo.
related bill such as Mr. Payne's.

"Whethey the FDA has legal
authority to regulate tobacco is a
quastion fer the courts, not Con-
gress,” Mr Bliley, also Cormnmerce
Committee chairman, said in a
statement Jast week.

Rep. Ron Wyden, Gregon Derm-
cocrat, wwho is on the Commetrce
Cominitiee and ity health and edu-

cation: subcommittee, said he rec-
agnlzes Congress has “many
tobacca-frlendly legislators who
ure not going o be receptive 10
aggressive measures” agalns: the
industry.

Mr Wydan said “reguletion
could be kept in abevanze” if the
fedaral government and tobacco
Compenies would “entar into a le.
gal enlorcement agreement”’ with
maasures that would perialize ven-
dors that sold tobacco products to
<hildren, :

Inarelated development yester-
day, a federal appeals court re-
fused toorder Mz Wyden and Rep.
Henry Waxmean, California Demo-
crat, t¢ turn over intermal dac-
umentsof Brown & Willlamson To-
bacca Co. they received [rom g
whistleblower

The two congressmen are con-
stitutionally protected {rom hav-
ing to provide the decuments to
the cigarstte maker, said the US.
Ceurt of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit.

Judge Laurence Sjlberman
wrote for the thres-judge panel
that Mr Wyden and Mr Waxman
ara protected by a clause of the
Constiturion that shields members
of Congress from being gues-
tioned about any "speech or
debate” in the House cr Senate,

e This article is based in part on
wire service reports.
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