
Synopsis of film "Cultivated Gold"

("The Gold That Grows" )

Producers : Verband der Cigaretten Industrie, Hamburg
(German Tobacco Industry Association )

Duration : Approxiamately half an hou r

The film dialogue is in German but with English

voice-over .

The opening sequence depicts a. leaf buyer returning

to base in Germany with leaf samples from Malawi, an d

the subsequent analysis and smoking panel testing,

followed by an agreement to buy .

The location switches to an auction scene in

Lilongwe, Malawi and goes on to detail the benefits of

tobacco cultivation to the local growers and traders .

Various other scenes such as the planting of seedlings,

the leaf factory and farmer training and services follow .

The next sequence reverts to headquarters in

Germany and the smoking panel testing Argentine leaf

samples . The buyer is informed that the tobacco is the

wrong type and the location shifts to Argentina where

a series of scenes are shown of farmers hr..rvecting

tobacco, the curing process and a tobacco auction at

Salta . This section describes how certain "Gauchos"

became tobacco farmers as a diversification from cattle

raising etc .

This sequence concludes with the German buyer

finding the quality of leaf he requires .

The final sequence concerns the tobacco growing

business in the USA and includes profiles of various

characters in the business as well as some interesting

auction scenes .

The whole film is visually satisfying and

contains much material of human interest .
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