dressing room Friday before leading the Duke Elling-
ton Orchestra in the.Kool Jazz Fastival.  —Sectinet Phow

Kool Festival
Is Lukewarm

By MIKE PLEMMONS
About 20,000 people at the Stadium Friday night embraced
the cool and generous lineup of talent at the Kool Jazz Festi-
val.

But the music had its ups and dowans.'

Under the direction of Mercer Ellington, the Duke Ellington
Orch was righd and

Mercer's stepped up arrangement of “Feelings™ obliterared
the sensitivitles of the origioal music. throwing too wuch of
each instrument into the melody.

‘The vocal stylingy of Anita Mocee sounded Hke ap un-
trained Etla Fitzgerald out of her meilow element. However,
Miss Moore's singing was I ithough her
was 100 brief for judgment.

Nick Ashford and Valerie Simpson, writing-producing-per-
{orming spouses, put on 2 powerful and tender pertormance.

Ashiord and Simpson have coilaborated to write some of
the industry's grealest 5ongs — “Ain't No Mountain High
Enaugh.”™ “Ain't Nothing Like the Real Thing,” and “Reach
Out and Touch” — ail made immortal by other names.

Bu: Fricay's stags was theirs alome and they utilized the
forum o the fullest.

Tha crowd cheered the couple’s delicate choreography acd
gaz~d wirth near wonder at the aimost =mbarrassing bigness
ot th=ir arm in arm Jove songs.

Frangie Beverlv aad Maze, plaring Lefore Ghdys wnight

T s:ome lengtiav 2nd probadiy 100 con-

cninz thousaads.
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