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Dying smoker sues tobacco firm

UELLEVILLE, HNlinos (AP) — In the first
:rtal since the United States Supreme Court
suled that warning labels Jo oot protect ciga-
reite makers from lawsuits, a lawyer claimed
sesterday that bis client, 2 smoker dying of lung
varcer, has less thun a vear to live.

Charles Kueper claims in his lawsuit that
RJ Reynolds Tobacco Co, the nation’s
second-largest 1obacco company. and the
Tubacco Institute, 3 trade  assoviation.
persuaded him to ignore evidence that smok-
‘o s dangerous.

“Charlie’s 31 vears uld and that's all the
alder he's vomg to et Bruce Cuok. M
Kueper's lawyer, 1u.d a Cizcunt Court jury,

The retired amme master sergeant is suing for
compensatory damages of $3m {£2m) and un-
specified punitive Jamagzs. Mr Kueper says ne
got cander rem se. one and a half pack-
ets of = 25 tor aearly 3 years.

The supreme Court ruled in June that warn-
i3 labeis on tohacso procucts do not shield
aearetle companizs fom lawsmits based on
state personal injury laws.

The court suid a successul claim could be
based on allegations that cigareile aaveruse-
ments are fraudulent. that tke companies con-
cealed the dangers o smoiing from siate regu-
laturs or that they conspired to mislead the
public. If the lawsuit succeeds, it could affect
dozens of other cigaretie liability tawsuits
pending against tobacco companies.

The tnat coincides wih the Amcrican
Cancer Socicty's Great Sumenan Smukeout
today, 1n which smokers e urged 1o give up
the Rabit.
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Herald Tribune

o Japan Tobacco Inc.. Japan's monopoly tobacco producer. reporisd 3

mullion). for the six months ended Sept. 30.
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Smoking: ads encourage shift to lere s,
Tobacco: innovatio
must filter through

In those countnes which permit
cigarente advertising, the shrt to
fow tar and filter cigareties hus
teen much more pronounced thin
in chose countnes where cigaretee
sdvertsing s banned, This has
Leen sohieved becnse of the cane
wral ek between adverusing and
produce innovation,

What s "underendable™ iy nae
Grearerte adverusing buc che lack
fohjective snalvsis displuved by
vour editoral (Nevember 31
PhilipJ v,
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declice of 1.7 percent in cumrent pruiit. W 3
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ASHES TO ASHES: The
new tzr-black packet

Coffinup the

real thing

THE LATEST smaking
deterrent to hit Wales are
cigarettes. Subtly namea,
Death, they como —
predictably enough — from the
United States.

After a test run,
manufacturers have opted to
sall them in a tasteful black
packet bearing a white skuil
and cross bones, alongside the
more conventional brands.

Ten per cent of opersting
profits are donated to cancer
charitlies. It remains to be seen
whether the idea will go up in
smoke.
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