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The use and abuse of children

noticed how concein for child welfare hus a

way of rurning {nto a proxy for bigger gov-
ernmuent? When the Natural Resourcas Defense
Cuuncil ginned up a campaign o ban Alar, a chem-
ical used 10 control the growth of apples, it claimed
childien were partjcularly vulnerable to the alleged
careinggen. When, maore recently, Attornsy Gener-
al Janet Reno sent tanks in to gas the Branch David-
iuns at Mount Carmel, she did it, in part, fortha chil-
gn.-u inside. She had to gas them, you see, %0 save

nk.

Now comes the Clinwn administration to propose
sweeping new restrictions on cigaretts sales and
advertising. Why? To protect the children, of course,
a jub best left 1o government officials. “We're their
parents, and it is up 1o us to protect themy,’ he said at
a Thursday press briefing. “So today [ am authoriz-
ing the Food and Drug Administration o initiate a
bruud series of steps . . . to stop sales and markeding
uf cigarettes and smokeless tobaceo to children.

Ainong the measures: bans on cigarette veanding
maclunes that “ciccumvent any ban on sales 1o kids,”
it sules to young %eo le without {dendfication to
piove their age, on bill or magezine advertis-
Big that reach “substantial numbers of children and
teens,” and a requirement that the tobacco industry
find 4 $150 million campaign almad at stopping
leens (rom smoking. What gives the feds the author-
ity 10 inpese such regulations? The administraden
xays itcomes from statutes empaotvering the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) to regulate drugs.
Aceurding toits interpretation, the nicotine in tobac-
wis anaddictive drug and tha gj a -deliv-
ery device, . '

Reporters quite naturally woadered where all
Uily was leading. If the FDA has the power to curb
{ubauco sales to children, askad one, “will tha FDA
rvlaln power that would allow them at a future date
{ubun or curb the sale of tobacco to adults?” Mr: Clin-
tun said he couldn't provide a “lawful answer” 1o the

Maybe it’s just a coincidenca, but has anyone

question. When similar questons arcse at a later
press conference with FDA chief David Kessier, he
carefully ducked them. On the Brinkley show Sun-
day, he suggested that the law i3 “flexible” enoughto
allow the agency to stop short of a complete ban

But that doesn’t meay it couldn’t happen later,
Once FDA claimsjurisdiction to regulate cigarettes,
the total ban that the administradon at least publicly
says {t does not want becomes almaost inevitable, If
same outside “public interest” group doesa’t sue the
agency 1o force it to hold cigarettes to the same “safe
and effective” standard to which it holds other drugs
— a standard cigarertes obviously cannct meet —
then sonie future agency administrator may gy to
impose the standard on his own. Indeed, the admin-
istration plan indicates that if after five years these
regulations don't cut teen smoking to its satisfaction,
the agency would consider sdll more restrictions.

The irony, of course, is that the proposals thems-
sefves may not do much do to reduce juvenile smok-
ing. As the surgeon general's report explained la
1989, “To date, however, no longitudinal study of the
direct relationship of cigarette advertising to amok-
ing inifiadon has been reported in the literature”
According to a 1990 article in the International Jour-
nal of Advertising, “The literature makes clear that
peerinﬂucme,especiaﬂy from peers of the same sex,
18 the pre-enunent f{actor in the oaset of_mg_ki.p,;_
experimentation and the maintenance of smoking.
And even if that weren't tirue, legal action over the
controvessial proposals is likely to He them up in
court for years, ussuming federal lawmakers coa't
overturn them first,

But none of that matters in the therapeutic state
being devised by the Clinton adminisgation. What's
impertant is good intentions. “Next week,” says Newt
Gingrich spokesman Tony Blankely, “the president
will be in support of a glass of milk a day, and the next
week he'll be far Girl Scout cookies.”
come up with a government cookie program, oo
doubt, he will be doing it for the childrea.

d if he does -
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