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TThe use and abuse of cbildren
ay be it's just a cafncidence, but has anyotu
naticed how coucein for child welfare hos a
way of turning into a proxy for bigger gov-

et'ntuent? When the Natural Rrsourcaa Defense
Cuuitcii ginned up a campaign to ban Alar, a chem-
ic :.zl used to control the gsvwth of apples, It claimed
children wete ~articularly vulnerable to the alleged
cairinogen. hlhen, mare recentiy, Attnrney Gener-
al Janet Reno sent tanks tn to gas the Branch Dtrvid-
iutLs at lMount Carrnel, she did it, in part, for tha chil-
dtvu inside. She had to gas them, you ses, to save
titC-1ii .

Now comes the Clinton administration to ptvpoae
bwL-eping new restriczions on cigarette sales and
sclvertisittg. Why?'Ib protect the chi.ldren, of coune,
a Jub best left to go'vernment offlciaLt "We're their
piwesits, and it is up to us to protect them," he said at
a Thursday press briefug. "So today I am authoriz-
inK the l,bod and Drvq Adzninistration to initiate a
brvacd series ~'o steps . . . to stop s Ies and mariteting
uf Ugauettes and smokeless tobacco to children ."
Among the measures: bans on cigarette vendirsg

it t.1ci tines that "circtuavent any ban on saIes to lo ds;"
uu saes to young peo lp e without identification to
piove their age, on billboard or magaziize.advertis•
ittgtlizt Ceach "substantia! numbers of children and

rtecti3: and a requiretnentthatthe tobacco tndua
ftutd a $150 million campaign aune at stopping
tctins from smoking . What givea the feds the author-
ity to impose such regulations? The admirtlstration
says it wmes firom atatutes empoweting the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) to regulate drugs .
Au:urding to its intetpretation, the nicotine in tob .ac-
w iy nn addictive drug and the cigarette a QrzQ-deliw
cry devict.

Itcportets quite naturally wondered where alI
Utla was leading. If the FDA has the power to curb
tutuu:co sales to children, asked one, "will the FDA
tz;talu power that wouid allow them at a Riture date
tu bun or curb the sale of tobacca to adults?' Mr. Clin-
tun sald he couldn't Drovide a"LzwNl anqwer" to dhe

question. When slcn .'tlar questions amse at a later
press conferetice with FDA chief David Kessler, he
carefully ducked them. On the Brinkley show Sun-
day, he suggested that the law is "flexible" enough to
allow the agency to stop short of a complete ban.

But that doesn't rneau it couldn't happen later .
Once FDA clainu ~'urisdiction to regulate cigarettes,
the total ban that the administration at ieasz publ .icly
says it does not want becomes almost inevitable . I[
same outstdc: "pubtic interest" group doesn't sue the
agency to force it to hold cigarettes to the same "safe
and etTecaive" standard to which it holds other dnugs
- a standlu-d cigurettes obviously cannot mezt -
then some ft.tture agency adtninistratAr may try to
Icapose the standard on his own. Indeed, the admin-
istration plan indicates thzt if after five years these
regulations don't cut teen smokingto its satiS.factson,
the agency would consider sall more restrictions .
The irony, of course, is that the proposaLi them-

selves may not do much do to res.fucE juvenile smoic-
ing~ As the surgeon general's report explained in
1989, °1b date. however, no longitudirtal study oC the
direct retationship otcigarette advertising to smok-
ing initiadon has been reported in the literature."
According to a 1990 arccie in the International Jour-
nal of Advertising,'"Phe literature makes clear that
peer InRuence., especially from peers of the same sex,
ts the pre-entinent factor in the oaset o k
expcrimcntation and the maintenance of smokuzg .
And even if that weren't true, legal action over tl-4
controversiul propoaals ls likely to tie them up in
court for yeais, assuming federal lawmakers doa't
overturn them first .

But none of that matters in the therapeutic statt
being devised by the Clintpn administration . What's
important is good intentions. "Ne:ctweek," says : ~'ewt
Gingrich spokesrnan'Ib+ty Blankely, "the president
will be in support of a glass of milk a day, and the next
week he'll be for Giri Scout cookies ." And if he does
come up with a govarnment cookie program, no
doubt, he will be doing it for the children .

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/fmvx0122
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