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a sui.t .'Lf this does not r.esul* 'r.n comn'iance r`e a,.>ency will issue a public
notice of the violation and its intention to r.a<e acti.on 'te• a+.rorney said . Finally,
according to Winder, if the vio .,ttwn *,oersist:s another GO rjays F.PA will file a suit in federal
district court. " . . . . . . .

First, he said, the agency wit' f.ssuP a. notir.e to _°ie ut''.` a operatorr that it is about to file

failure of small drinking water sysr.em operators to sample their water regularly for bacteria .

with the Clean Water Act through fil ;ng cou:rt ~,uits has made federal enforcement officials
realize a similar approach could work with water utilities .

T~he_ ~a_p ~r'oach will be particularly usefu)l in cases where utilities must construct facilities
to comp w3th a grawiiiq number of standards for cantaminartts in drinking water, according
to agency officials .

Thomas Tiner, director of the division of water hygiene for the Texas Department of
Heaith, told the officials at the cortference that in Texas, the majority of violations involve the

large numbers in the past, Wimier explained . However, he sa:d, the success of the agency's
1984 municipal enforcement policy for: hrin;ing about compliance by city sewerage agencies

The complexity of this procedur.e has dissuaded EPA from taking enforcement actions in

Despite the state's best efforts, he said, there were 3,471 violations of drinking water

obtain a license from the board and are respon,~hie for the overwhelming number of
violations, he said . Small sywtems a.rl, those secvinq fewer than :'00 people .

revoke the operator's license . Etoweever, operators of small systems are not required to

regulations during the fourtit quarter of 19N,ti, almost a .ll involving failure to sample for
bacteria. -

When the water system is large . Tiner said, the state can ask a certification board to

' Michael Burke, director off the Bureau of Public Water Supply Protection for New York
State, said that in his stat.e, day-to-day aui-ni .tvstration of the drinking water law is taken care

list" for drinking water utiiities that may require state enforcement acr,ion . .
of by county and local healtJl ofiictals . However, he •said, the state is developing a "watch

pWNMUMZ,°BS$ ON HOME RA[7ON CONTROLS, OFFICIAL SAYS
NVIRONMEN'1': EPA TO OFFER INFORNiAT1ON TO LiE LP ~~~~e -~o rnt~ ~~c~ ton
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health hazard . The upcoming rule will be cexi4`ied in spring, lie said . C .
t

He said the state also Is getting ready to is•sue a regulation provid?ng an administratlve .
enforcement procedure that would entail Lmrnediate action wheneverr there is an imminent

O r&C- t ea
PHILADELPHIA-(Ay a LtNA Staff Correspondent)-Homeowners will be responsible for y/fl r~b

deciding whether to undertake remedial efforr ;, to ca nt-rol radon exposure in their dwellings
under a non-regulatory, advisory af-qtroach being developed by the Environmental Protection t ll be

L ~ t r~AgeAcy, according to an official !n the agency's Of_f.ice of Air and Radiation. C)
TL\-~ e.R#ehartt"Guimond,-director of the . criteriaand sr-andards division in the Office o f

~iOn Progratts, told BNA '~eb . 2'~i at a x'od.-in controi cot ference here that PPA hae nearlp
c4Mpl,qtet„i fs gui47zeC .e- .pa.mphitet to.advisr homcowner:4 on how to rnake decisions based oay

tfal health ris7c.g. .

He told the conference, sponsored by the Air Pollution Control Association, that EPA .
plana to•pZay n.n intormation-gather.inF ancW consulttnrr, role on radon, leavinfi"state and locali
ngettcies to deve?op md carry out radon control proc=rams when deemed nec :essa .ry . o

Guimond said the agency is st-arting a radon measurement nroficiency program that will
provide free accuracy testing for cotnpani1-s that voluntarily submit radon detection devices .
In addition, EPA plans to conducrt a na .tionwide survey of horne radon levels to determine the
extent of the pr-ob1_em, he said .
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EPA !s esta.blishing a training nrogrnm for r.ac'cn meas• c`?r, rues and reSnedial
i4dOn procedures a .nd fs; con~?.mr.ng a rerntrr+r znr_ :=can domonF:b i a : .~r~a'ect as well,
t4cording to N-ie agency r.adiatlon ofii .eiaz,. .

Radon, a naturally occurring radioact=.ve gas, has becom!^ an ;mportant issue at EPA
!1hGOtiangerously high levels of the element were found to be !ealdng into homes in a large
hlographical area calJ.ed the Reading Prong, r:xtencfing across parts of New Jersey, New York,
a~d Pennsylvania .'

Stephanie DeScisclolo, also of EPA's Radiation Office, said at the conference that the
#o*y is late coming out with die homeowners' guidance because of difficulties in expressing
he health risks that can be expected from exposure to various radon levels .

EPA wants "to generate concern without generating panic" among homeowners ; who
3ReA have trouble understanding what health risk levels mean, De.Scisciolo said . Some
ati.rnatee suggest radon ex)osure may be respnnsible for up to 20,000 lung cancer deaths per
m.r !p the United States, she added .

T%',a.health'risk_pidance prohably Will. explain z•isk comparatively, for J
71~. ~qwat u~g7iv~ cancar r1', from a certa.in r.rujon exposure level to smoking a
pRclfied number of cigarettes daily or to having a specified number aG-rays taken in a given
M(trr-eoqozxting to DeScisciolo ; '

The guidance also wi11. contain advice on how to get a home measured forr radon, as well
precommeqtded time frames for initiating remedial actions depending on t1 e radon levels
Kccted,,, she said .

k brltelh"ltsCLt4aton ofaetnedial techniques~will be included, but the guidance will refer to
ww`kee.&bd,led^doeument on the mitifiation techniclues ; which is being prepared by EPA's
40le0'ef"FEeseafth=emd Development ; Deticisciolo added . .ICelease of both i.n,idance documents
Leypacta.l •••slsin_~o n?onths,, she sai.d., . '

~~ "',~`"C"`uimohd commented that interest in the radon problem is increasing among states by a

=C? effect" that started fn Pennsylvania, where e radon contamination in homes on the
PsCing flxst csiue,ei concern . Alrout i5 states are sta.rting radon level surveys or have

atedor plan to initiate radon control pro€;.rams, he sa

;;^ Pennsylvan,za would like to see a "strong federal . effort" in terms of guidance and funding
,{ppOrt to help brittg the radon problem uruler control, according to T.homas Cerusky,
xector of the state's Bureau of Radiation Frot,ecti .on .

Ceru9ky told BNA Feb . 25 that Pennsylvania is pleased with the advisory approach EPA is
kittg toward controlling radon contamination and agreed that remediation decisions must be
;tt up to Well-informed homeowners .

I'he state is _rovidf~ free radon level. testing for homes in the Reading Prong area and
so ius 13A~c a£~ab-Ie Xow-anterest loans for homeowne,rs who want to undertake remedial
forta, according to the Pennsylvani.a official. !lowever, the program has been delayed
:Cause of concerns about liability (Report No . 20, A-1) .

He suggested formation of a state-supported or federally supported program to provide
ads or alternate housing for residents of homes with extretne'y high radon .evels, where
;medial efforts may be prohibitively expen sive .

-U-
tLs: GAO TELLS CONGRESS THAT 40 PFRCFNT
~ TFHt1FtT,"LNDVSTRY 1S IN LtAD SHAPE

The General Accounting Office has reported to Congress that about 40 percent of the
vfrtlg8 and loan industry was ei.ther .insolvent or suffered low net worth in mid-1985, based on
nerai.ly accepted accounting principles .
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