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.First, he said, the agency w*ll issue 2 notice to e ur’l '-:.r onerator that it 15 about to file
. suit:. ¢ thig does not regulr 'n compliunee withie 27 ¢ra, v e azency will issue a public
notice of the viclation and its intersion ro tke acrion, e Y04 avorney said, Finally,
according ro Winder, {f the violation Der‘?i‘if'—. ‘mehcf ﬁO days EPA will file a suit in federal
~ Qistrict court.

L | The complexity of thig procedure has dissuaded EPA from taking enforcement actions in_
hrge numbers in the pasrt, Winder explained. However, he said, the success of the agency's

- 1984 municipa! enforcement policy for hringing aboutr compliance by ciry sewerage agencies
with the Clean Warer Act through filing court suits has made federal enforcement officials
reallze a similar approach could work wirth water utilities.
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: : The a Pd:t;oach will be ggrm,u}arly useful in cases where utilitles must construct facilities
. to comply w!i a growing number of "i&ul&u.t‘(}‘: mr contaminants in drinking water, accordmg

r.a agency officialy,

Thomas Tiner, dtrecl:or of the division of water hygiene for the Texas Department of
Health, told the ofﬂcials ar the conference that in Texas, the majority of violations involve the
* fallure of small drinking water system operators to sample their warer regularly for bhacteria.

"7 Despite the stare's best efforrs, he saild, there were 3,471 violations of drinking water
regularions during the fourrth quarter of 1285, almost al) involving failure to sample for

bacteria.
When the warer system is large, Tiner sald, the srare can ask a certification board to

. revoke the operaror’'s license. However, operarors of small systems are not required to
. phtain a license from the board and are responsihle for the overwhelming number of

violatlom he gald. Small systems are those secving fewer than 200 people.
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: r C Mfchaal Burke, director of the Bureau of Puhlic Water Supply Protection for New York

i I State, said that in his state, dav-rto~day adminisication of the drinking warer law is taken care
|

of by county and local health officialg, However, he said, the state is developing a "watch
Hat® for drinking water utilitles that may require state enforcement acrien. _

He sald the state also is getting ready to issue a regulation providing an admmstradve
enforcement procadure that would entail imrnediate acrion whenever there is an imminent

:  health hazard. The upcoming rule will be codified in bprmg, he said. _ . o
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. NVIRONMENT: EPA TO OFFER INFORMATION TO HELP Gl de o Tat \%Cﬁt o

! ERETECIOR ON HOME RADON CONTROLS, OFFICIAL SAYS ordered
: T OETEC

c PHILADELPHIA—(By a BNA Sraff Correspondent)—Homeowners will be responsible for 4/nfs%
K . deciding whether to undertake remedial efforty to control radon exposure in their dwellings
P under a non-regulatory, advisory approach heLr‘g developed by the Environmental Protection & MWoe
© Agency, according to an official in the agency's Office of Alr and Radiation. oudn

Richard- Cuimond, director of the criteria and srandards division in the Office of Juye
Radiarion Programs, told BNA Feh. 25 aft a vadon control conference here that BPA hag nearl§s
complsted & guidance, pmnph'vr 1. 2dvige homeorynaers on how to make decisions based ong
potental health risks.*

o _ He told the cenference, sponsored by the Air Pollurion Control Association, rhar EPAs
e . plang roplay an information-gathering aned consulring role on radon, leaving state and locals
" yagencies to develop and carry out radon contro! nroprams when deemed necessacy. g

Guimond said the agency s starting a radon measurement nroficiency program that will

provide free accuracy testing for comparndies that voluntarily submir radoen detecrion devices.
In addition, EPA plang to conducr a narionwice sur'vey of horae radon levels to determine the

extent of the problem, he said.

Copyright © 1988 by THE BUREAU OF NATIONAL AFFAIRS, INC.. Washington, 0.C. 20037
0t #-A TH5/86 /500 50

TI0165-0012



4/- 4' (No. 39) REGULATORY AND LEGAL NEVELOCHMENTS (DER)  2-27-86
FPA is establishing a training nrogram for radsn measu~"r t-chninues and remedial

:nuon nrocedures anc is continusg a vemadial action demonarrar ot vro‘ect as well,

tﬂcordmg to the agency radiation official.

" Radon, a naturally occurring radicactive gas, has chom:‘ an imnortant issue ar EPA
ince dangerously high levels of the element were found 1o be leaking fwo homes in a ?arge
rwographical area called the Reading Prong, extending across parts of New Jarsey, New York,
nd Pannsylvania,

'} -Stephanie DeScisciolo, also of EPA's Radiation Office, said at the conference that the
geney is late coming out with the homeowners' guidance because of difficulties in expressing
he health risks that can he expected from exposure ro various radon levels.

"'EPA wants "'to generate concern without generating panic'' among homeowners; who
ftan have trouble understanding what health risk levels mean, DeScisciolo gaid. Some
stimates suggest raclon exposure may be responsible for up to 20,000 lung cancer deaths per
ur 1;1 the Unitcd States, she added.

"a.health risk : guidance probably will explain risk comparatively, for ‘/
equating. lu.ng cancat ris' from a certain radon exposure level to smoking a
pnc!ﬂad number of cigarettes daily or to having a spectfied number X-rays taken in a gwen
thrv-act:o:dlng w0 DeScisciolo. -

- The guldance algo will contain advice on how to get a home measured for radon, as well
wrtcommended time frames for iniriating remedial actions depending on the radon levels
gectecl, she said,

‘.,5 1A' prtetdiscusnton m‘remedml techniques-will be included, but the guidance will refer to
meihor-detailed-docurnent on the mirigation techniques; whirh is heing prepared by EPA's
dtesotResearchand Development,; DeSeiscioln adc‘r‘d Rtelease of both guidance documents
Wcmmma monthd, she said,

Gutm:md commented that interest in the radon problem is increasing among states by a
‘affect'' that started in Pennsylvania, where radon contamination in homes on the
y Prang fivet caused concern. About 15 states ate starting radon Jevel -aurve',m or have
iated or plan to inftiate raden contrel propyams, he said.

f Pennsylvama would like to see a '*strong federal effort'” in terms of gu1dance and fundmg
rt to help bring the radon problem undey control, according to Thomas Gurusky.
rectm‘ of the state § Bureau of Radiation Protection,

_ Geruaky told BNA Feb. 25 that Pennsylvania is pleesed with the advisory approach EPA is
ding toward controlling radon contamination and agreed that remediation decisions must be
frupro well -informed homeowners,

- The state is providing free radon level testing for homes in the Reading Prong area and
#0 b5 Thade avallable Jow-Interest Joans for homeowners who want to undertake remedial
forts, according to the Pennaylvania official. Mowever, the program has been delayed
'cauae of concerns about Liability (Report No, 20, A-1).

- He suggested formation of a state-supported or federally supported program to provide
nds or alternate housing for residents of homes with extremely high radon ! mvmb where
‘medial efforts may be prohibitively expensive.
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1L8‘ GAD "I‘ELLS CONGRESS THAT 40 PERCENT |
THRIFT INDUSTRY IS TN BAD SHAPE

The General Accounting Office has reported to Congress rhat abour 40 percent of the
vings and loan induszry was either Insolvent or suffered low net worth in mid-1985, based on
nerally accepted accounting principles,
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