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T obacco Company Was Sllent on Hazards Fope
- By PH[LIP JJHL’I‘S \: Administration said for the first __p(y

Spectal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 6 — Inter-
nal documents frori a major tobag-
co company show ‘that .executives
struggled with whether to disclose
to the Surgeon General what they
knéw in 1963 about the hazards of
cigarettes, at a time when the Sur-
geon General was preparing a re-
port saying for the first time that
cigarettes are a major health haz-
ard.

Manuifacturer Debated
Disclostzxgin 1963,
Documents Show

spoke of the hazards of cigarettes
and’ stated plainly to one another

In one document, the companyv
general counsel said Brown & Wil-

time that it would consider regulat-
ing cigarettes. To establish control
over clgarettes, the F.D.A, said, it
must show that nicotine is addic-

" tive and that tobacco companies

intentionally exercise control over
the amount of nicotine in cigarettes
to maintain smokers' addiction.
Officials of Brown & Williamson,
which makes Kool, Viceroy and
other brands, refused to comment
on the documents but sent a letter

. to The New York Times toddy sug-
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The executives of the company, liamson’s researc - STU
the Brown & Willlamson Tobacco clgareties or predisposed %:Sth},g tlh atbthe fdocumentsl had Displa
Corporation, chose to remain si- { people to lung cancer, contributed fenl Stg en dy ia ormekr femg oyee presse
lent, to keep their reséarch results | to heart disease and might cause ‘8’5 ?Vi?l‘iv rm co ,’llﬁ work for r?“;g outdoo
secret, to stop work on a safer emphysema. The statements con- the d amson. he](ijompa?)y S;‘ from |
cigarette and to pursue a legal and | tradict the tobacco industry’s con- le (;)cbuments shou f“‘;lt e dis- Wedne
public relations strategy of admit- | tention over the last three decades | * goseb eiause some o lti em maiy ‘Conne
ting nothing. . that it has not been proved that ‘leeg:uagx?jc x:; at't;;rnc?c :ree;tbpmz;n* was ft

In more than 100 documents, let- c:ga}rettes are harmful or that nico- vinjunction for)l;i dding their relz ase. S d‘e.nse,
ters and cables from the 1960’s and tine lS addictive. o 'rhe injunction was issued by Judge ; t“gd .1,)'
1970’s that provide:=: rare look at The question on has Thomas B. Wine of Jefferson Cir- tionltl:ld]
the internal discussions among to- takgn on importance in recent . - S ¢
bacco ~executives, mo‘i ths after the Food and Drug , Cdntinued on Page 11, Column 1 .\;5-1.15
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