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Tobacco CompanY Was Silent on Hazards.
By PHILIP JtkiILTS
Special to'ltie NovfYork Tlmes

WASHINGTON, .May 6 - Inter-
nal documents from a major toba6-
co company show that .executives
struggled with whether to disclose
to the Surgeon General what they
knew in 1963 about the hazards of
cigarettes, at a time when the Sur-
geon General was preparing a re-
port s4ying for the first time that
cigarettes are a major health haz-
a rd .
The executives of the company,

the Brown & Williamson Tobacco
Corporation, chose to remain si-
lent, to keep their resisarch results
secret, to stop work on a safer
cigarette and to pursue a legal and
public relations strategy of admit-
ting nothing .

In more than 100 documents, let-
ters and cables from the 1960's and
1970's that provide ;=` rare look at
the internal discussions among to-
bacco yexecutives, the officials
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Manufacturer. Debated
Disc1o~~_~n 1963,
Documents Show

Administration said for the first
time that it would consider regulat-
ing cigarettes . To establish control
over cigarettes, the F.D.A. said, it
must show that nicotine is addic-
tive and that tobacco companies

spoke of the hazards of cigarettes
and'stated plainly to one another
tha~ty nirntinP ic arirl3.CLi.V.e

In one document, the company
general counsel said Brown & Wi1-
liamson's researc a-rT"
c gare es or pre sposed
people to lung cancer, contributed
to heart disease and might .cause
emphysema. The statements con-
tradict the tobacco industry's con-
tention over the last three decades
that it has not been pro'ved that
cig rettes are harmful o'r that nico-

i~tine is add ctive .
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Intentionally exercise control over
the amount of nicotine in cigarettes
to maintain smokers' addiction .

Officials of Brown & Williamson,
which makes Kool, Viceroy and
other brands, refused to comment
on the documents but sent a letter
to The New York Times toddy sug-
gesting that the document~ had
been "stolen by a former employee
of a law firm doing work for Br'pwn
& Williamson." The company said
the documents should not be dis-
closed because some of them may
be subject to attorney-client privi-' ,
lege and may be covered by an~
inti f biddi thi l ean u cj on r ng e r . ,o re s e
The injunction was issued by Judge ~
Thomas B. Wine of Jefferson Cir- ~
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Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/jjnj0132
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