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TIME TEST-PQSITION ANALYSIS .
{PROJECT #1375-104)

Background

Standard TIME magazine copy-test precedure has been that a respon-
dent receives a copy of TIMBE with the test ad tipped into cne of
Four positions., An equal number of respondents ses the test ad
in each of the positions,

Three of these four positions are standard. The remaining pesition
(called the Lest posilion) is varied afber each peositlon apalysis.
This permits a long-run evaluation of a nuwbar of positions relative
to the three standard positions as well as an ongoing evaluation

.of the standard positions themselves.

The three standard positions are:

1, FHONT OF BOCK opposite "A Letter From The

Publishex”,

2. CAMPRELL SOUP POSITION. First 4-color,. full-
poage ad following featurxe article, orx as near | o
~ag possible,

&
3.' BRCK OF BOOK QPPOSITHE A FULL-PAGE OF EDIT pld
beginning a sgeciticnh such as "Bocks”, "Music", Eﬁ
ete. "Medical" and "Religion® are not used. (ﬁ .
&
The test positicn in this analysis which consisted of 41 aé tests &; ot
L2

is:

FRONT CIUTTEE. Fromt of magzzine facing a
full-page ad in the middle of an ad cluster,
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Ad positicns previously testesd ars:

1. BACK OF BJOK OPPOSITE PARTIAL EDIT (1/3 page
and a black and white ad {2/3 page; - 21 ads,

2, THEIRD COVER - 23 ads.

3. SECO¥D COVER - 7 ads. {Oblained by testing
acg, which had already bean tested in the
standard position, again when they ran
nztionally orn ke BECOBD COVEER.)

Sumary
1, The curreat test position, TRONT CLUTTER, has performance

comparable to chat of thes three STANDARD positicrs (Test
Position Performance Indaex: .0053%; Averaye STANDARD Pesition
verformeice Lodex: . 0056),

Of the four positions tested te date, FRONT CLUTTER (Index
i05) is the only ons to score above Lhe STANDARD posltlon
averace for its test &d series. The THIRD COVER tes:z
position (Indox 95) io just slightly beleow average, while
the SECOND COVER test position [Index g1} is considerably
below average, The poorest performing ad posgition which has
hean tested isg BACK OFPPOSITE FARTIAL EDLL {indaex 75).

For the three STANDARD ad pesitions, results w2rz combined
across oLl Lesce ads and BACK UPPQSITE FULL EDIT (Performance
Index: 0078} is the lowest scoring of the three STANLARD
positions, while FRONT OF ROCK and CAMPBOLL SQUP have com-
parable performances (Pertormance Indices: (0094 and
L0090},

Discussion

‘Performances Zer the three STANDARD pesiticns ard the test posi-

tion {FROKT CLUTTER) for thias series of ade are conpared in the
table on the next pace.
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CURRENT AD PCSITICH ANALYSE

(41 Ads) ’
Proved Parformance

STANDARED Positions Recall EM& e
FRONT OF BOCK 19 . 2.9 T
CAMPBEIL SOUF ' 18 3.4 L0081
BACZK COPPGSITE FULL EDIT 17 3.0 L0051

Avg. Of 3 STANDARD Posizions 18 3.1 0056
Tess Fosition
FROKT CLUTTER 18 3.3 . 0059

There are no mnajor ditferencss in the PMG6 or Proved Recall scores
for any of the ad positionsg in this series of ad tosgta.

L005%} im similar
s the highest scoring
: JODR1).

FRONT CLUTTER perfeormance (Performancs Index:
to that of the CAMPBELL SCQUP positicn wiich i
ad position in this series {(Performance Index

BACK QPPOSITE FULL ECIT is the lowest ecoring pesition (Perform-
ance Index: ,0081},

o roelake porformance of the Zour test peositions (BACK OPPCSITE
PARTIAL ELIT. SECCHND COVEE, THIRD COVER, and FRONT CULUITER),
sach test position was indexed againet the average performance
of the three STANDARL pogiticns in its respeciive analysis.

The results appear in the table on the following page,
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TEST POSITION

YERSUE
THROG STANDARD POSITIONS

Current Hesults

FRONT CLUTTER

“Avg. Of 3 STANDARD Positions

Preyious Results

THIRD COVER o
Avg. Of 3 STAKDARD Positions

SECOHD COVER
Avg, OFf 3 STANDARD Positions

TE DPARTIAL EDIT

BACI ODPOSIE
3 SUAMNDRRD Positions

Avg, Of

June 18, 1975

roved Pzrformance

Recall PMe Index index
15 3.2 L0059 1495
18 3.1 .00545 100
22 5.5 L0143 95
24 5,3 _0isl Lao
20 4.6 Nehils g1
22 3.4 L0119 100
17 2.7 .0ORE3 75
20 4,2 .oog4 109

FROMT CLUTTER is the only test positicn which achieves a higher
performance than the average of the STANDARD ads in its respec—

tive geries. The TITRD COVER is ouly slightly bslow average,
bit kelow tho

while the IHECOND COVER poei:ion scores guite

STAMDARD positicn averags for that geries of ads,

=

PARTIAL EDIT is= the lowest scoring ad position Laosted.

the BRCK OPPOSINE

To provide an overall esvaluation of the relative pevrforpance af
the thres 3TANDAID ad positions, results from the current series

of ads were combined with Jdata from previous znalyses in the
takle on the next page {Total number cf ads - 85},
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STANDARD POSITION ANALYSIS : -

{85 Ads)

: Froved Parformancs
OTANDALD Positions Fecall PMG Index
FRONT OF BOOXK 21 4.5 .0094
CAMPRELL S0UP 21 4.3 .00g0
BACK OPPOSTTE FULTL ERTT 13 4.1 L0078

The FRONT QF BOOK and CAMPBELT, SQUP poszitions have comparable
perfermances (Performance Indices: 0094 and L0023} and score
better thar BACK QPFPUSIVE FULL EDIT, '

Althcugh not shown, BACK OPPOSITE FULL EDIT has consistently had

2 lower pertformarce than the other two standard positions in each
of the three series,
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