
Warsaw, fwgust 12, 1999

Ma. Irena Gkowaczcweka
[Inde3curv.arg of State
MiuiRny ofHealth and Social Security
W

Dear 1NFmister G3owaczewska,

The Naxionat Tobacco Indnstry Asaociation woiM like to timu3c you fw the 3nvitauon to
discuss the drafi oftfte ord'maace rbangeg the rn~ of f the Mmisser O`Health mad Soaal
$ei7vity dn~d Deeember S, 1996 regnrdarg-d1aC eon12!!1; sPeOiftaatfot[ tya3 mmmer of
Plopp7t2"t of yTgl7s ww"mg agmWti the .6asmds of tObmCO COawnp8OPt t7S iiWX aS the
irifOrmali'wr on the cottlrr+tqf far maf m'cotinn as .relt m regurdi~gt~x perntitted Cnaoartt[ of
noxtous sxbsrmx~es tn zo&-cro proa4rcts and the mode ofestabltshft9 ofNxir co~ , and
presert oca armments betow.

The proposed chaage; accelrsatmg the entry isto fon.z of sta•+*aards for tar aad aicotiae
oouteat, wvutd decisively shomea the period of reaching corrtem of these substaaces, compared
to the mrFinaxe dated December 5, 1996_ '!•he pemdtted leveis and daDes set forth in the
ordinance have been negotiated based on realistic capabilities in terms ofnew tobacco variety
Dlaiifmgs and the tecy noIogy of tobacco prodnct =maftch7Tiag .

The snauarkchras of these products, based on the binding ordinancq prepared and began to
impienteoe plans ro cimn8 o blends (renatuesk aiming to graduatty dareaae the comart oftar
and nicotme. These plans ace clos* combined vrith signifi&P nt investments in nnprovaneat of
tobaccu quality and change oPtbis crap ainctace Additio+ratly. the majority_ofmaeeactuers
are stoc&p,7ing tobacco, even for a manufacturing period ofup to two years, in order to secure
the stability o£titeir blends .

We woold like to sUrss, in rzfcctlcc to the abovy that the siguilicant, tlaaepear acceleration
ofthe innroduetion ofthe new stvidards could disorganize the opcazions afmany
nmtatfaqzmrs, have a negative iaSuenee oa uti&ation of Polish tobacco, aml disitnb the legal
tobacco produ<sts market We a:e tUerefoze a~nst the introd .iction of drastic unodilicalioas to
ttx original tfimereble.

We would also bice•to inmficate that it-is not true; that EU oountries toanufactmv only cigarettes
ofa tar cofrteni below 12mg . Artide 2_3 ofDireqive 90/2 39/EEC, c}uoted in the draft
otdia3noe jasti8tafion, states that in the case ofthe Republic of Gteece, the ob2rgation to
izKroduce a ban oa the maaufficmre and marketing of cigarettes oftar content above ?2mg
begins on Dccember 31, 2006.
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lt should additioanally be noted that the direaive has grven all states the opportunity to
intivduae a ttamitoty period (18 months as of the,day-of eatty iato foree), to adapt their
intemal regulatiams. It also allows for the marbetlgg ofpradnct not fittfAing the Izquiremems
specified t}usain wer a period of 2 yeats as of date of i>st<odinctiost of each amCndmenR .
it is th=efore difficuYt to agrx with the preserried drat wlvch postulates a change of the
cottent regttlaiions without any transitory pcnod .

We would also h7ce to stress that we do not see any reas+on why Poland should reduce the
ma)rimntB delivery level to 10 mg itr July 2004, i .e. not only below the m2ximum level currently
defined by the EU directsves, but also considerably lower than the EU market realiries . (At
preseat, there are over 1,200 brands in the HTf market witlt tar yields in excess of 10 mg .,
representing 65% of the marYet_) As Poland is looking forward to ja>ning the EU by that time,
we strangiy bd;eve that suctt a reductiml would discrimambe dontestio products vis a vis
products coming from other EU marlcsts Stich discaimiostion would not only have negaavc
effecu for the local iadnsnq but it will also hamper the funue development oftobacoo grawing
in Poland. ' •

For the ressons IzWighted ahoroe, we bdieve that in the case of the arocr,d :Itetit of the
ord"uume' darEd Deaember 5, 1996 it would be neoessaty, from the point of view of market
stab4iity and budget revmue, to "vrtrodittx a twp-yea.rtr~ period that wouid allow fta the
adaptation ofteehn.oiogicat prooeases to the reqaaed level oftar and aicotine without negative
influentx tbr Polish plmRels and tobacco nnararfiteauers . Furdzamaorem we are ==++ . orposed
to the co of neNr >=zftmd lewl of tar (10 Mu) s~~imi ~ir Polish producets

Siaoerety yqurs,

Ca
Artvr Ealazs • Muosttrof Aviwhute
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