
Legislators 
come forth 
Case spurs stories 

775-^ 

By DwvW SteoMor 
and Brian Loaf 

Slate legislators have stepped forward with sto­
nes about accepting drinks, meals, trips, hotel 
rooms and football tickets — all subjects of a 
widening probe of potentially illegal behavior by 
state officials and lobbyists 

Acknowledging questions about Uteir activities 
were Sen. Jerome Van Ststtte, D-Green Say; Sen. 
Richard Kreul, R-Fenrumore; Sea. Marvin RosheU, 
D-Cfettppewa Palis; Sen. John Plewa, D-Milwaukee, 
and fanner Rep. Joan Robinson, D-Wausatt 

Van StsOne told reporters he and Ms wife re­
ceived two nights lodging in a Los Angeles hotel as 
3 wedding gift From the wife of top Capitol lobbyist 
Gary Coyke. the prime subject of the lobbying 
probe. 

A Madison lobby watchdog also reported 
GoyIce's wWe, Kaney Eotoler, made nearly $4,400 in 
contributions to legislators during the past three 
years. Though legal, the contributions are typical of 
the iadimt means lobbyists use t® try to influence 
legislation, said William Hauda of Common Cause 
in Wisconsin. 

Van Slsiine also said he arranged for legislators 
to get free Green Bay Packer football tickets, some 
in luxury seats. 

Kreul acknowledged he and his wile took a 
weekend in Green Bay and he doesn't know who 
pait, for his hotel room or football tickets. 

It Is a violation of the state Ethics Code, punish­
able by a fine of up to J5.000, for a legislator to ac­
cept anything of value if the item is given because 
of the person's position as a public official. 

The law is written to allow routine wedding or 
other gifts by friends or others so long as the ac­
tivity is unrelated to state business, said Jaclyn Sei-
gel, assistant to the executive director of the state 
Ethics Board. 

Meanwhile, as state and federal official) contin­
ued preliminary investigations, a Milwaukee 
County circuit judge said she would not stop publi­
cation of a Milwaukee Magazine article said to de­
tail questionable lobbying practices In the state 
Capitol Details on IB. 

In Madison, representatives from the FBI and 
the Wisconsin Justice Department met Thursday 
with a lawyer for Brenda Gail Shiman, the former 
Coyke assistant who is thought to be the source of 
information for the Milwaukee Magazine article. 
The article is written by free-lance reporter Paul A. 
Rtx, a former Wisconsin State Journal reporter. 

Goyke obtained a court order In Chicago to force 
Stuman to turn over records he said she took from 
his office. But Shlman was ordered by a subpoena 
from U.S. Attorney Patrick Fiedler to surrender the 
documents to a federal grand jury that met 
Wednesday in Madison. 

Sntman's Madison lawyer, Daniel Mathews, said 
Thursday he has advised his client not to say any­
thing about the investigation of Coyke unless she ts 
ordered to speak by a court order. 

Mathews said he could not comment on Thurs­
day's meeting with state and federal investigators 
because it surrounds a federal grand jury investiga­
tion. Such towestigatiojis are secret 

Second thoughts about the investigations *na the 
pending Milwaukee Magazine illicit prompted at 
least Bobmaan — elected mayor of Wausau in April 
— to admit taking a trip from a company regwtertd 
to lobby in the state. 

Robuooa. former chairman of the Assembly 
Health Committee, said he accepted the trip lor his 
lamry to the Ckotag* are* from Has* Ine, a drag 
company. 

At the time he accepted the trip I* apeak at a 
conference Miser was sponsoring, ne dM not know 
the company was registered as a lobbying organm-

-hty sin is I dadnl report the trip." 
uid. "I thought I had. but somehow it never gat 
there" Hobuuton said he reimbursed Floor the $ZK 
K spent to fry his family to Chicago 

'I nude a mistake." he said. "Looking back, I 
clearly eaereised poor judgment" 

Several kgii l i lnn taut the) had been inter-
vwwea by lun about aitmaunj the gam* brtworu 

Continued from Page 1 

ihr Packers and '.hr Chicago Bears 
on Nov. I. 1)17 

All denwd that they had received 
tickets, duuers. drinks or hotel rooms 
from Goyke. who also attended the 
game 

Van Ststine. who said he often gets 
requests for help in finding Packers 
tickets, said Coyke had a tailgate 
party near Lambeau Field adjacent 
to an annual party thrown by Van Sis-
tine. 

"Everythmg I've done with Gary 
Coyke has been on the up and up." 
Van Sistme said 

When asked by fellow legislators 
for help m finding tickets. Van SisUne 
said he calls around to Green Bay 
businesses who rent luxury boxes at 
the stadium to find out if they have 
open seats 

Van SBtuie said he does not pay 
for those seats, although he often 
does have to pay — and expects reim­
bursement — when arranging other 
seats In the stadium 

"I don't see anything wrong with 
it," he said. 

Something would be wrong, ac­
cording to state law, if the free seats 
are provided because the people are 
legislators. 

It would be acceptable (or a legis­
lator to attend as a guest of a friend. 
Sen. Joseph Andrea. D-Kenosha, said 
he attended the Packers-Bears 
games with friends from Milwaukee 
•I know he (Goyke) was up there thai 
day but he sure as hell didn't cover 
my seals," Andrea said. He added he 
paid for his own room the night be­
fore at a Holiday Inn. 

Kreul, the Fenniraore Republican. 
said he and his wife stayed at the Em­
bassy Suites on Saturday night and at­
tended the game. 

At the tune, he said he understood 
he was Van Ststuie's guest. 

Van SisUne said he arranged the 
free tickets for Kreul, but that he did 
not pay lor any hotel rooms 

Kreul said he had "no idea who 
paid for the room" if Van Sistuie did 
not. While saying he had not been con­
tacted by stale Investigators regard­
ing the incident, Kreul acknowledged 
it was "a defuUle possibhty" he had 
violated slate law in accepting the 
room. 

Kreul said he had few dealings 
with Goyke, but he 'always felt he 
was a pretty elean guy." He acknowl­
edged that Republicans may be feed­
ing rumors of the lobbying activities 
in attempts to embarrass Democrats 
during an election year. Goyke. a for­
mer Democratic state senator, has 
said he deals primarily with Demo­
crats in his lobbying efforts 

Also attending the game » ere Sen 
ate Majority Leader Joseph Strafel. 
D-Raciae; Sen. Gary George. B-Wtt-
waukw. cs-eawrman of the Joint Fi­
nance Committee, and RejheU, the 
Chippewa Falls Democrat StroM and 
Bashed saad they did not stay the 
night ut Green Bay. They said tnev 
tickets were provided by Van SisUne 
An ante to George saal his ticket was 
ateo provided by Van Sistme George 
could not be reached for comment. 

Basnet aaM ne has also been ques­
tioned about drinks paid for by people 
in prkmg with Goyke. 

While in Maduon, Rosnel said he 
frequents the private Maeason Club 

-I buy a round (of drinks), then 
somebody else buys a round I'm not 
gomg to play detective and find out 
where it came from." RosheU said, 
adding "A drink isn't going to buy my 
vote." 

Van Sistme also acknowledged he 
and his wife accepted two nights of 
free lodging in a U s Angeles hotel as 
a 19M weddang gift from Rotlier. 
Coyke s wife. 

Rotlier, a former legislative aide, 
works For the Wisconsin Academy of 
Trial Lawyers. 

The Capital Times reported the 

Van Sistines received a gift card and 
lodging certificates after Van Sistme 
told Goyke, a longtime friend, that he 
could not accept a gift because Coyke 
was a lobbyist 

Van Sistme told the Milwaukee 
Sentinel he viewed the lodging as a 
wedding gift from Rattier, whom he 
had known lot more than W years 

"J don't think anyone would think 
that this was improper." Van Sistme 
said * 

Wisconsin law prohibits lobbyists 
from providing anything of value to 
public officials and it prohibits pubbc 
officials from accepting them. 

Rotlier could not be reached for 
comment. 

Common Cause of Wisconsin said 
Thursday thai Rottier has contrib­
uted $4,390 to the campaigns of 33 cur­
rent legislators during the past three 
years 

"This is one of the ways lobbyists 
routinely circumvent the stale taw 
prohibiting them from making cam­
paign contributions during (the legis­
lative) session," said Hauda, director 
of the citizen watchdog group. "They 
get their spouses to write out checks, 
then carry them to fundraisers." 

According to Hauda, legislators 
who received ine most money from 
Rotlier are Rep Dale Schultx. R-HtU-
point. H30. Plewa. D-Mtlwaukee. 
J390; Rep. David Travis. D-Madison. 
JMO. and Rep Thomas llauke. 
tt-West AUK. J450. 

Four other legislators — Rep 
Timothy Carpenter. D-Milwaukee; 
Rep. Richard Shoemaker, D-Meno-
mome; RosheU. and Robinson — each 
received 1J00. Common Csvae said 

Lobbyists are allowed to contrib­
ute money to campaigns only during 
election years and only between June 
1 and the election. Hiwda said his 
group has been studying campaign 
contributions made by the spouses of 
Wisconsin lobbyists. 

In a story ui Thursday's Milwau­
kee Journal. Plewa. the Milwaukee 
Uemocra-, acknowledged having 
lunch with Goyke and others en April 
tl. 13K. The m» meal lor tow was 
billed to Pluer Inc.. the same drug 
company that paid for Robinson's 
trip 

Plewa said that at the mne he 
thought it was proper far Ptaer's 

' Thomas Norton to pay the oil be­
came he dui not know Norton was a 
registered lobbyist 

the ̂ awoMeo' Press coatntutea' le 
Uus report 
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Drug Arm 
checks into 
expenses 
Records of lobbying 
being reviewed 

By JAMES HOWEN 
el Tfte Journal staff 

After hearing rumors this week of 
Improper sctlvjU e* by lobbyists tad 
legislators In Madison, a Hew York 
pharmaceutical tJrra began an inrter-
nai Investigation of its own activities 
in the Wisconsin capital 

Official* el Ore company, Pfizer 
Inc.. said Wednesday they were try­
ing to determine whether Pftwr ban 
paid far lobbying exsMoses prohibit­
ed by Wisconsin law. 

Among expenses Pfizer said it 
would took into Is *o $85.90 meal the 
company paid for at a Milwaukee 
restaurant In MM. 

State records show that the meat 
was attended by State Sen. John 
Plewa (0-MHwaukee), State Rep. Joe 
Wiouner (R-Wtukeshajand two lob­
byists for Pfizer. Including Gary 
Goyke. the former fate senator who 
is at the center of the developing 
controversy. 

Plewa confirms having attended; 
Wtmmer flatly denies that he was 
there. 

State statutes prohibit lobbyists or 
their clients from furnishing Items of 
value, such as meals and entertain­
ment, to state officials. The law's 
Intent Is to prevent influence-ped­
dling or the buying of legislation by 

. lobgylstsortottrclients. 
* w V » sanaMtatf to Ind doeu. 

meats and react tit a responsible 
way," said John Kllbourae. a corpo­
rate counsel at Pfizer's offices In 
New York City. "Clearly, Pfl»r has 
never had the Intention to violate 
states' lobbying laws. That would be 
a foolish thing to do." 

The meal payment sheds some 
light on prohibited lobbying practices 
now under Investigation by state and 
federal officials In Madison. The 
Investigation! were unveiled after 
legal sups taken Tuesday la Milwau­
kee and Chicago by Goyke, a leading 
Wisconsin lobbyist, to retrieve 
records he said had been stolen from 
his Madison office. 

Clients who itlre lobbyists are 
required to register with tbe secre­
tary •* state's office and axe required 
to die semi-annual statements that 
show lobbying expeesea. 

rase* reported total lobbying 
••pesae* of *S&S1» hi Wisconsin 
during 1958 and $7,884 in 1S87, 
awarding to the statements. These 

«nay not reflect aH money 
by Pftser a* tabbying during 

those yetrs. 
F8ser AM a statement a* Jwae 

SO. ISM. that skewed Thaaae* C 
Nartoa. a filter otftdit In ttoCfnw* 
Estate*, sear Chicago, paid « 5 J 0 
for a dhwer ea April 21,tiM. Those 
at thedfwer jwre. according t» the 

. J. watsanes*. Fiewa. G#j*ae 

Wewe. reantatew* Heat a* aW • 

1 kssew 1 daaaX" be arid, eeytaf 
that he left WsXtre Ore Mfl trtfwd 
tatd i nasal I that Nartea. ea Prater's 
besutf. was awytstg for O K mesj. 

"I latiaajhl that waa OK kecaaae 
he waa the prlacteal (tbe tobhytaf s 
client), eat a taetoybt," Plewa said. 

When told by a reporter Oast Mor­
ton wait la fact a registered lobbyist 
and that ctteats, like lobbyists, were 
prohibited from baying meals ler 
legislators, Plewa replied. That's 
news tame." 

Plewa has served lit (be Legisla­
ture since hit election to tbe Stat* 
Assembly Itt 1973. He wen electSeo 
to the State Senate ta 1984. 

Plewa said be did not remember 
Wtmmer attending tbe luaeh. 

Wtmmer said Wednesday be had 
never attended say meetings with 
P i t a officials, had sever met Kor­
ean and aid not know why Ms name 
appeared on Norton's expense state­
ment. 

"I can assure you that It's a false 
statement," Wltnmer said. 

Wlramer said that Norton sight 
have confused bits with Jim Wlm-
roer, a Madison lobbyist. Jim Wto-
mer's office said Wednesday that he 
bad been to Washington, D.C., on a 
lobbying assignment the day of the 
meal and could not have attended a 
meeting In Milwaukee. Jin Wlmmer 
Baa not represented PfUer, bis office 
•aid. 

Goyke said he thought that It was 
Jim Wlmmer, tie lobbyist, not Joe 
Wtmmer, the state legislator, who 
rounded out the foursome at the Pfiz­
er lunch. As best a* he could remem­
ber it, Goyke said the topic of discus­
sion was "some general health-care 
Issues* 

Goyke said he did not know if 
Norton bad paid tor the lunch. 1 
obviously didn't pay for it," Goyke 
said. Thomas Heeht, a spokesman for 
the seerettry ol state's office, said 
Wednesday that the office could net 
comment on the Pf tzer expense state­
ment became all lobbying records 
(lied by clients of Gary Goyke't were 
"part ol the ongoing investigation.* 

All t/J 

6 e j * e sad Hartaa were regt*> 
tared at Ike Mane as tateyhu *ar 

A aan»i in jui at saasaaaraattee I 
Dastaaast Beta*** a s * 
ttat taw nasi was aa 
CaPliB aVM •© PttMaWML 

r V w a . « , aaM wrdaeaaey that 
be rvancaahiiiid taw aaeal with Her-

taeafthe 

La Folktte's campaign 
Journal Madison bureau 

Madison, Wis. — Secretary of state Doug­
las La PaHette acknowledged Wednesday 
that be had received campaign help cad small 
eaaMknttaat tram the wife «4 fctadtraa bb-
sfM@ajf©affc«. 

Geyfce'i wKe, Meney Rattler, gave * 2 M to 
La FoHette't 19*6 re-eleetioa eanpaiga. 
Goyke ales helped ht **ne or two fund-rats-
ta$ev«*l»V'Uf«Hetlet«id Wednesday. 

La fash On tatd be weaid vagal n i t ; nar-
n e Ida levrrrtaafiaa hate whtthtr Goyke 
brake any tabby tawt, detaste thear frfaad-

•nat 

Ha 
hara 

Heestt. 

t tshtaJI lb* * - ** • * 
I wttheat M*c" La Fbttette 

be reached for 
Am aastataat, 

eseharate aa the 

Goyke's help in La folletle's ISdS campaign. 
Elections Board records show Rotlier gave 

a loul of $300 to La Fottette to two separate 
Installments of $100 each In 19e« The 
records show ao contributions to La Follette 
la Ms earreat aM for the US Senate from 
either Goyke or Ms wife. 

"To tura around and treat Mr. Goyke's 
case with kid's gloves would make lofty of 
my painstaking efforts to toughen Wiseon-
ata's tabby tawt," La Feartte said. 

tdeaawhtto. twa jtenaaataa lawaukers 
said aa tadeaeadeat cauasel should be 
eppotaied to Investigate the Gayke case 
because at the ralatJoashiai between Goyke 
aad U FaUette. 

State Sea. DoaaM Slitt (k-Pwt Wastuag-
Ua>aad AaaesaMy Utaottty leader Betty Jo 
Naatsa (R-Shammad) aude tkr reaitrst In a 
letter Is La FaUette. 

TI28811415 
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uoyke 
loses bid 
to block 
magazine 
By MIKE MILLER 
CapM Turn 3M« Wntw 

MILWAUKEE - 1-obtoyist Gary 
Goyke today tost his *«<» l ° J*"* 
publication of an atticte in Milwau­
kee Magazine concerning his ac­
tivities and dealings with legisla­
tors 

Goyke had Wed suit in Milwau­
kee County Circuit Court, contend­
ing the article. scheduled tor jniWi-
cation in me magazine's August 
issue, was based on documents 
stolen from his office by a disgren 
tied former employee. 

Circuit Judge Patricia S. Curley 
rejected claims that those docu-
menu a m o u n t to trade secrets 
and, in dismissing the case on teat 
issue, beaded off what appeared to 
be a blooming First Amendment 
fight 

"This i» a trade secrets case. 
Curley said, after lawyers for 
doyke and the magazine had spent 
the belter part of an hour arguing 
First Amendment issues. 

"Those particular items." Curies-
said in reference to the allegedly 
stolen documents, "do not qualify 
for trade secrets protection." 

Curley said she was dismissing 
the case "because those items 
sought, assuming they were taken 

; and taken unlawfully, are not the 
' lype contemplated by Uie Legisla-
I ture" when the Uniform Trade Se­

crets Act was passed in 1985. The 
documents in question "just (do) 
not fall in the purview of that stat 
ute." 

Although that ends Goyke's effort 
for the moment, his attorney. 
Davtd Lowe, said he would refde 
the action, perhaps as soon as late 
today. 

Lowe had argued that the docu­
ments, which Goyke claims were 
taken by Brenda Gail Shiman after 
she was fired by Goyke last 
November, met the test of being 
trade secrets. Those documents in­
cluded credit card receipts, corre­
spondence and other items dealing 
with Goyke's lobbying activities on 
behalf 01 his cheats. 

Lowe asked the judge this morn­
ing to grant a motion for quick 
depositions in the case and then 
said he would ask for a further 
hearing next week. "We don't an­
ticipate asking the entire article be 
restrained." he said, but added, "we 
may attempt to affect the article " 

"I anticipate that we may next 
week ask for an injunction.' Lowe 
said He indicated the form of that 
injunction would depend on the out 
come of depositions of free-lance 
writer Paul Rue who wrote the ar 
bete, and others 

Lowe said if Curley accepted his 
motion for quick depaoiUaas. he 
would likely ask fw aa iajancUoa 
that would prevcat the magnar 
from pabaeatioa e( jafcrniuraia 
based oa the documeau stolen 
from Goyke. a return of t ime docu­
ments and a hah to qarsuoaue of 
people based oa those records. 

Acconhag to aa affidavit from 
Ru. he aad the magaaae's attar-
aeys have provided copies of the 
atcuroeals ta oaesbaa to Gayke. 

K M aaat he has as* sftawa bja 

coptca of the documents to anyone 
-encept Mr Goyke's counsel some 
uxhviduaJs named in the copied 
documents and the editor of the 
magazine 

"From the face of the documents 
and from his extensive interviews. 
it is clear to him (Rix) that a sig 
mficanl number of individuals in 
eluding a number of public offi 
cials. already have access to some 
of the copied' materials or the infor 
mation thev reflect." the affidavit 
stated. 

In the affidavit. HUE also said he 
repeatedly asked to interview 
Coyke. going so far as to submit a 
bst of written questions, but tus re 
quests were denied, apparently on 

the advice of Goyke's attorneys 
In another affidavit. Milwaukee 

Magazine Kdilor Judith Woodburn 
said that "only a small number of 
these photocopied documents are 
referred to in the news article, 
which provides a comprehensive 
treatment of lobbying practices 
and relationships " 

Lawyer Brady Williamson, who 
represents the magazine, asked for 
dismissal of the lawsuit, saying the 
items in queslion cannot be called 
trade secrets 

And, Williamson said, there is "no 
question but what he seeks is prtor 
restraint" 

"An American Express credit 
card receipt is not a trade secret." 
Williamson said. Nor are the other 
forms of documents that wound up 
in Rix's possession, he said 

Neither Rix nor the magazine has 
said the documents came from 
Shiman. but Shiman. in J related 
court action in Chicago, said she 
was the one who provided the docu­
ments to Rix. 

Shiman has said she kept copies 
of documents thai she contends 
show Goyke engaged in illegal lob­
bying activities because she 
wanted proof that she was not re­
sponsible for those alleged illegal 
Hies 

Neither Goyke nor his wife was 
present at toiiavs hearing, nor was 
Hix 

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/kxjv0148


